
 

 

Kincare Coalition 2022 Proposed Policy Agenda Overview 

1. Budget 

Since 2016 the kinship system of care has been funded in the State budget at $2.5 million dollars (except 

for 2019). Working with legislative sponsors, the Coalition hopes to increase this amount so that 

additional programs can be opened.  

2. Restrict the use of Safety Plans: A8090 

Through the work of a statewide coalition, legislation has been drafted that would attempt to limit the 

use of safety plans (the practice of facilitating a removal of a child from the home of a parent without 

going to court by getting family members to take at risk children, often without support). This legislation 

would define the practice, put time limits on how long a safety plan can last, and details what 

expectations must be fulfilled to use safety plans. 

3. Assignment of Counsel: S6074/A2581 

Indigent kinship caregivers do not have a right to counsel when they seek custody or guardianship in 

family court, and while some judges occasionally assign counsel, many do not. Providing assignment of 

counsel for indigent kinship caregivers will ensure that custody and guardianship petitions are timely 

and fully considering the best interests of children. 

4. Restrict the Enforcement of Child Support Collection when Good Cause is Established: 

S2586/A6266 

Caregivers often cite fear that parents will upset the stability and wellbeing of children when the parents 

become the subject of support collection or they may remove children from kinship homes.  Successfully 

claiming the Good Cause Exemption, however, does not ensure that the local district will not seek 

support without cooperation. Collection efforts may continue. This bill would restrict the districts from 

the pursuit of child support when Good Cause has been established. 

5. Change Public Assistance so more kinship children are eligible for Child Only S4809A/A4256 

This bill addresses disparities that exist when a minor is named as an applicant for public assistance. 

Current law requires parents and any other minor siblings living in the home to also apply for assistance 

and be included in the household for purposes of determining both eligibility and grant amount. This 

means that the income of any child, such as child support or social security survivor's benefits, is 

considered available to the entire household, and reduces the entire grant of the household, making far 

fewer resources available for the care of the child applying for assistance, as well as any other children 

in the household. 

6. Expand Custody and Visitation petitioning rights of kinship caregivers 

When a kinship caregiver has been the primary caregiver of a child for 12 months or longer, this bill 

would give them the right to petition the court for custody or visitation based on their status as 

caregiver. This law currently only extends to grandparents.  

7. Kinship Care Month Resolution 



 

 

 

Other Considerations: 

Education enrollment: Caregivers often face hurdles when enrolling children in school because they are 

not a parent. This issue needs to be explored by the legislature. 

Housing: For caregivers who receive housing subsidies or who live in restrictive housing, taking on a 

family member can jeopardize their housing arrangement. Studies done in NY have suggested policy 

solutions to ensure families are not displaced when taking on children.  

Data Collection: Agencies like OCFS and OCA lack data on the non-foster care kinship population. 

Collecting data on kinship caregivers who are awarded Article 6 custody will help fill in the gaps around 

how many kinship caregivers there are in each county.  

 

 

 

 


